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NATASHA TRETHEWEY for her first
book of poems, Domestic %rk, was selected
l)y Rita Dove for the 1999 Cave Canem
Poetry Prize for the best first book by an
African American poet. The book also
received the 2001 Lillian Smith Book
Award and the 2001 Mississippi Institute of
Arts and Letters Award. Her second vol-
ume, Be//ocq s Oplze/ia, was a finalist for the Academy of
American Poets’ James Laughlin Prize. Her third book, Native
Guard, will be puMishecl l)y Hougllton Mifflin in March 2006.
A native of Gquort, Mississippi, Trethewey now lives in
Decatur, Georgia, and teaches creative writing at Emory
University. For 2005-20006 she is the Lehman Brady Joint
Chair Professor in Documentary Studies and American Studies
at Duke University and the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill.

JoN Rou

DARLENE HARBOUR UNRUE is the
author of Katherine Anne Porter: The Life of
an Artist, L‘Tnderstanding Katherine Anne
Porter, and Truth and Vision in Katherine
Anne Porter’s Fiction. She is a professor of
Englisll at the University of Nevada in Las
Vegas.

‘ OLYMPIA VERNON is the author of two
criticauy acclaimed novels. Her first novel,
Ea]en, was nominated for the Pulitzer Prize
in Fiction and won the 2004 Richard and
Hinda Rosenthal Foundation Award from
the American ACademy of Arts and Letters.
Her second novel, Logic, was nominated for
the 2005 Mississippi Institute of Arts and
Letters Award. Her third novel, A Ki//ing in This Town, concerns
the story of a young 170y who must, upon his coming of age,
]ync}l a black man in order to be initiated into the KKK.
Vernon is the winner of the 2005 Governor’s Award in the

Professional Artist category for the state of Louisiana.

CURTIS WILKIE was a reporter for the
Clarksdale Press Register in his home state
of Mississippi (luring the 1960s and then
served as a national and foreign correspon-
dent {or the Boston Globe for 26 years. He
is coauthor, with Jim McDougal, of
Arkansas Nfisclzief’: The Birth ofa National

Scandal and author of Dixie: A Personal .
Odysscy tlwouglz FEvents that Slzapec{ the Modern South. Wilkie
holds the Kelly Gene Cook Chair of ]ournalism at the
University of Mississippi. In 2005 he received a special award
for excellence in nonfiction from the Feuowship of Southern

Whriters.

CHARLES REAGAN WILSON is the
author of Baptized in Blood: The Re/igion o/[
the Lost Cause, 1805-1 020, editor of
Re/igion in the Soutll, coeditor of the
Encyc/opec]ia o][ Southern Culture, and editor
of The New Encyc/opealia of Southern
Culture. His other publications include a
collection of essays titled ]ua]gment and
Grace in Dixie: Southern Faiths from Faulkner to Elvis. He is
director of the Center for the Study of Southern Culture and
proltessor of history and Southern Studies at the University of
Mississippi.

ETHEL YOUNG-MINOR is an assistant
professor of Englisll and African American
Studies at the University of Mississippi.
She is coeditor of Black Sermons, a collec-
tion of African American sermons delivered
from 1901 to 2000, and has published arti-
cles in the Co//ege Language Association
]ouma/ and Women Studies International.

Her current researc]1 ;OCUSQS on A£rican American women in

performance.

Mississippi Reads

Sponsors of the Oxford Conference for the Book invite
in(].ividuals, institutions, and organizations throughout the
state to join as participants and partners in Mississippi
Reads. The project invites readers———l)eginning and
aclvanced, of all ages—to read a designated book l)y a
Mississippi author. Libraries, schools, and groups are
encouraged to sponsor discussions, lectures, and other
activities {;ocusing on the book.

The first book for Mississippi Reads is William
Faulkner’s Go Down, Moses. To help get the project orga-
nized and going strong throughou’c the state, Go Down,
Moses will be the book for 2006-2007. Thereafter,
Mississippi Reads will consider one book a year.

Richard Wright's Uncle Tom’s Children is the book for
2008, when the Wright centennial will be celebrated. (He
was born on a planta’cion near Natchez on Sep’tember 4,
1908.)

Eudora Wehty’s Collected Stories is the book for 2009,
which is the year for celebrating her centennial. (She was
born in ]aclzson on April 13, 1909.)

For details, e-mail the Center for the Study of
Southern Culture (cssc@olemiss.e&u).



(cantfnueJ][rom page 2)

Foote’s l)iograpl'xer, C. Stuart Chapman, remarked that “Foote
had used his Civil War to escape the civil rigllts era.”

.. . it doesn’t much matter iff[acts come out 0][ documents
or out of your head, tlzey are still tkings you work with
and respect. You are /ooLing for the truth, and . . . it's not
a Jiﬁ[erent truth, it's the same truth.

—Slze/by Foote

Invited loy Willie Morris to speale at Ole Miss in the mid-
1980s, Foote talked informauy on campus in the comfortable
Mississippi Room at the John Davis Williams Li})rary. In a ques-
tion-and-answer session he was asked if he preferre(l writing nov-
els to history, or vice versa, and responded that he had no prefer-
ence, that the point in literature was to tell the trut}l, and
whether one wrote histories of the Civil War or novels made no
difference. “Literature,” he sai(l, “is a sinlplc matter of telling
the truth or 1ying.” (For years, | considered rearranging the cate-
gories in Square Books in just that wayAtruth on one side, lies
on the o’cller.)

Everyone knows television gave Foote the fame he truly had
deserved. In Ken Burns’s episo&ic 1990 PBS (1ocumentary of
the Civil War, Foote’s extraor(linarily vast lznowledge of the dra-
matic details of “the Waw—wuh, 7 as well as the handsome face,
mellifluous voice, and eyes that a]ternately twinkled and gaze(l
dead—serious, charmed a nation of viewers. Sales of his books
slzyroclzeted, spealeing requests came in l)y the score, and fan
mail—inclu(ling marriage proposals—pile(l up. Renewed critical
acclaim came, too: the American Academy of Arts and Letters
issued Foote mem})ership in 1994, and, in 1999, a Modern
Li})rary listing of the 100 most important nonfiction books of
all time place(l The Civil War at number fifteen.

As a young man Shc”ﬁy Foote was married twice, and a third
time to his widow, Gwyn Rainer Foote, in 1956. He had two
children, Margaret and Huger Foote, and the family lived
togetller in Mempl’lis in a house on Parleway.

For years Sheﬂ)y met every month with a half-dozen friencls,
inclucling Bill Pearson, Bi“y Ree(l, and Michael MCDonneH, ina
reading group. | enjoye(l attending this meeting on a couple of
occasions. Once we met upstairs at the Wolf River Society in
downtown Memphis. I was accompanied })y Larry Brown, who
had rcccntly devoured The Civil War. He was astonished ljy it
and spolee of it for years. Qur assigned reading for that particu-
lar meeting was The Moviegoer, Ly Walker Percy, and it was the
third time in the group’s three-decade existence the book had
been scheduled for discussion, though our meeting consisted
almost entirely of Slle”)y’s tales of times with Walker.

On another occasion we met at a Midtown restaurant, this
time with Barry Hannah and Greg Schirmer, the great literature

professor here at Ole Miss. We were to read for the meeting
three Jo}ln O’Hara stories that Sheﬂ)y had selected, and the dis-

ATIdS WVITTIA

cussion became lively when Barry began to weaken She]by's

claim that O'Hara was “perhaps the greatest writer of the late
20th century.” After a mil(ﬂy 1[eisty reassertion from Mr. Foote,
he gently moved the discussion to Proust, the writer he said he

had read and reread t}n‘oughout his life.

A writer is a skilled cra][tsman who discovers tlzings a/ong
with the reader, and what you do with a gooa] writer is you
share the search; you are not Zyeing impartea’ wisdom, or if
you are Zacing impartea] wisdom, it's a wisdom that came

to him just as it came to you reaa’ing it.

fSi/ellvy Foote

Note: The information for this book report came from Slze/lay
Foote: A Writer's Life, loy C. Stuart Chapman; an August 16,
1979, interview with ]ohn Griffin Jones, Mississippi Writers
YZz/Ie.mg; an article Ly Linton Weeks pu})]ished sl'lortly after
Foote’s death in the %slzington Post, “Shcﬂjy Foote: Giving
Voice to a Land of Great Stories,” June 29, 2005; and The
Corresponalence o][ Slze/by Foote and Walker Percy, edited l)y Jay
Tolson, Norton, 1996.

Richard Howorth

BERN KEATING PHOTOGRAPH OF SHELBY FOOTE ON JACKET OF THE CIVIL WAR, VOLUME 1 (1957)

WILLIAM SPEER PHOTOGRAPH OF SHELBY FOOTE ON JACKET OF THE CIVIL WAR, VOLUME 3 (1974)



She”oy oote

in His Own %rc]s

I had left Cl’lapel Hill at the encl of my sop}lomore year,
not because I didn't like it (I did, a lot: especiaﬂy those
nine stories of stacks at the back of the 1ibrary, where I
prowlecl in disguise as a precocious gradua’te stu(lent) but
because my first extended absence from my homeland
made me want to know it hetter, year-round. ... In that
time (two years at home) [ worked at various jo})s, includ-
ing one as a carpen’cer’s helper in the construction of the
Greenville Bri&ge, which required me to carry lumber from
piling to piling along catwalks ninety feet above the choco-
late surface of the Mississippi; the pay, I remem})er, was
just over tllir’cy cents an hour, six days a week. I had writ-
ten stories for the Carolina Magazine, seldom missing a
montllly issue, and T continued writing t}lrougl'l this (lay-
labor period as wen, only this time it wasn’t stories. It was
a novel I called Tournament.

... I sentit off to Alfred A. Knopf in £araway New
Yorlz, in part because my fellow townsman William
Alexander Percy’s Lanterns on the Levee was in the works
tllere, but main]y [ think because Knop{ turned out the
1)est-1oolzing books in America. | always liked weu-printed
well-bound })oolzs, and T wanted mine to have all the
an’antages [ felt sure that it deserved.

My bedrock intention, or hope, was to understand my
homeland l’)y studying these composite individuals who had
lived in it before me. . . . Loolzing back on the attempt,
with the perspective of the years—some two million hard-
bound words later—I can see now that . . . I was quite con-
sciously trying to cover and comprehen(l this patch of earth
called ]ordan County, which I discovered and developed ]3y
hasing it on Wasllington County, Mississippi, where I was

born and raised. — “Preface” (1987), Tournament
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Thus he })egan the fulfillment of a dream that had come
to him the previous month. It was May then, the oaks tas-
seling. He and the two trappers had reached the lake at the
close of (1ay. While the sun sank l’)ig and red across the
water, ’chey made camp on a grassy strip between the lake
and the forest. Isaac 1ay rolled in his Hanlzet, and all that
night, surrounded })y lake country })eauty—overhead the
far spangled reaches of slzy, eastwarcl the forest murmurs,
the w11ispcri11g leaves and groaning limbs, the hoarse
night—noises of animals, and Westwar(‘l, close at hand, the

slow 1apping o{ wal:er-—he drcamed. —Tournament (1949)

Love has failed us. We are essentia”y, irrevocalxly alone.
Anytlling that seems to combat that loneliness is a trap—

Love is a trap. Love has faﬂed us in tllis century. . . . Now




who has the answer? The Russians? The Catholic
Church? Or are we building up to Armagecldon, the clay
tlley drop the Bomb? God smiles and waits, like a man

crouched over an ant-hill with a bottle of insecticide

uncorked. — Follow Me Down (1950)

Fitzgerald once said that all reaﬂy good writing is like swim-
ming un(lerwater, 1101ding the breath. It’s true. But it should
be rapi(l and strong; otherwise it’s apt to prove weak and
jerley—as I'm afraid this is. Fortunately I have a plot that
will bear a lot of lumber—I think.... If Mary Pratt ever looks

like she wants to be a writer, hit her on the head with some-

’clling lleavy. — Letter to Walker Percy, 17 Qctober 1950

I inclose the opening five pages of my history, to show you
something of the method. . . . T have never enjoye(l writ-
ing so much as I do this writing. [t goes dreadfu”y slow;
sometimes | feel like I'm trying to bail out the Mississippi
with a teacup; but I like it, I like it. —Letter to Walker
Percy, 8 August 1956

I feel death all in the air in Mempl’lis, and I'm Leginning
to hate the one thing I really ever loved—the South. No,
that’s wrong: not hate—(],espise. Mos’tly | (lespise the lead-
ers, the pussy-faced po]iticians, soft-taﬂzing instruments of
real evil; killers of the clream, that woman called tl'lem,
and she’s right. Good Lorcl, when [ think what we could
have ]Jeen, the heritage we perverted! ... —Letter to
Walker Percy, 13 August 1963

Qur trouble, it seems to me, is we live })y (or claim to live by)
a batch of myths that never were true to start with. A nation

of halfmad teenagers from the outset. The Civil War is a
ljloody mess from start to finish, unredeemable even I)y Lee or

Lincoln, and all the “glory" aura isn't worth the death of a sin-
gle soldier. —Letter to Walker Percy, 5 August 1970

[ reaﬂy think that the Nobel speecl'l is—I'll try not to use
ugly words—a misrepresentation of Faulkner’s art. I feel
that s’crongly. I do not admire the speech except as a noble
I like the Faulkner who believes
you are going to get the Maclejaclz in the end. I believe the

statement })y a man. . . .

dark diceman is waiting there and he’s going to cut you
down. I like the Faulkner of Liglzt in August, and he is not
characterized 13y the Nobel Prize speecl'x. [t seems to me to
underrate the thing he did best and to overrate the ’ching
that caused whatever flaws there are in his later work. —

Interview with Evans Harrington, 1976

A Federal colonel noted that the Confederates “behaved with
more courtesy than corcliali‘cy, 7 and it was true. “Affiliation
was out of the question; we were content with civility,” one
explained. Union troops, on the other hand, were frienc”y
and outgoing; “in fact almost oppressively so,” a butternut
declared. “We've been fighting one another for four years.
Give me a Confederate five-dollar hill to remember you by,”
a bluecoat saicl, and his hearers found notlling offensive in
his manner. Sometimes, t}lough, a discordant note would be
struck and would ljring on a {-iery answer—as when a Federal
major, seeleing a souvenir to take home, asked a Confederate
staff captain for the white towel he had carried as a ﬂag of
truce on Sunday. “T'll see you in hell first!” the angered
staffer repliecl. “Tt is humiliating enoug}l to have had to carry
it and exhibit it; I'm not going to let you preserve it as a
monument of our defeat.” Similarly, when a visiting sergeant
tried to open a frienclly discussion 1)y remarleing: “Well,
]ohnny, [ guess you fellows will go home now to stay,” he
found that he had touched a nerve. The rebel was in no
mood to be gloated over. “You guess, do you?” he said hotly.
“Mayl)e we are. But don’t be giving us any of your impu-

dence. If you clo, we'll come back and lick you again.” —The
Civil War, volume 3 (1974)



Save tlze Dates

Tamale Trail Tour © April 22, 2006

Head to the I\'lississippi Delta, which has been called “the most
Southern place on earth” for its unique llistory, music, culturc, an(l,
yes, its lootl. Tlle Tamale Trail Tour Will treat guests to tlle l)est Delta
hot tamales in Clarlzs(lale, Clevelan(l, an(l Rose(lale. We'll visit with a
handful of vendors in each locale. We will talk about the llistory of hot
tamales in the area, get some lessons in malzing hot tamales, ancl, of
course, eat some lwt tamales. Amy Evans, mapper ol tlle tamale trail,
will be our guicle. Registration cost is $75 per person. The fee includes
bus transportation, presentations ancl, of course, tamales. To register,

visit www. outrcacln.olemiss.eclu/tamale_trail/.

Southern Gardens Symposium ¢ May 5-6, 2006

The second annual Southern Gardens Symposium welcomes esteemed
writer, lecturer, an(l gar(lcn consultant Tara Dillar(l to campus. Events
include a campus gar(lcn tour led l)y ]ell McManus and a presentation
l)y ]acle Brown at the Oxford Garden Center. Satur(lay includes a field
trip to the water gar(lcn at Walter Place Estates and an afternoon pro-
gram at S’trawlﬁerry Plains, Mississippi Audubon Center. Registration
includes g‘uicle(l gar(lcn tours, admission to presentations, and lunch on
Satur(lay. The fee for the symposium is 5385; no refunds will be given
after April 21. For more information or to register, visit www.out-

reacll‘olemiss.cclu/gar(lening/.

UM Conference on the Civil War

Un(lcrstan(lingf the African American Civil War Experiencc

May 19-21, 2006

The UM Conference on the Civil War concentrates this year on African
American life related to the Civil War, particularly the experiences of black
men and women in both military and domestic spllcres, North and Soutll,
whether {Tce, ensla\fC(l, or lugitivc, and l)()tll (luring tlw war and the after-
math of war. The conference will also feature a tour lligl'lligllting the
University's association with the Civil War and local ]9tl1—century African
American llistory, as well as a visit to the Civil War Interpretive Center in
Corinth, Mississippi, which empllasizes the signilicance of that city’s freed
black community (luring the war. For more information or to register, visit

www.outreach. olemiss.cxlu/ events/ civil_war/ :

Music of the South Conference ¢ June 2-3, 2006

The second annual Music of the South conference focuses on a wide
range of music that is rooted in the American Soutli, cither l1aving origins
in the region or maleing use of regional themes and context. Country,
l)luegrass, l)lues, gospel, jazz, roclz n’ roll, rap/llip—lmp, an(l art music tllat
came out of the South will all be covered in lectures, worlaslwps, and
musical perlormances. Participants will explore the connections among
par{icular genres and understand the refined context that has pm(luce(l
such musical creativity. Registration includes admission to lectures and
pancl (liscussions, as well as tickets to ancillary music events. For more

im(ormation, visit Www.ou‘trcach.olemiss.C(lu/music_soutli/.

Yolenapatawplla Summer Writers’ Worlzsllop ¢ June 16-18, 2006
The creative writing worl\’sln)p in fiction and poetry features Worlesllops
and lectures on Cralt, panel (liscussions, book signings, and rea(lings, as
well as Southern catfish at its finest. Faculty include writers Tom
Franklin, Beth Ann Fennelly, and David Galel, and storyteller Rebecca
Jernigan. Registration is open to anyone interested in writing.
Preregistration is requirecl. Tuition is $295 per person. After May 1,

the tuition is $325. The fee includes Worlesllops, lectures, panel discus-
sions, rea(lings, and one evening reception. The registration deadline is
Fri(lay, June 2, 2006. For more information or to register, visit

WWW. outreacll.olemiss.edu/su mmer/yolena_writers/.

Southern Writers, Southern Writing Graduate Student
Conference * July 20-22, 2006

The 12th annual program of creative and critical reaclings will address var-
ious topics on or about the South. Critical topics are not restricted to lit-
erature; we welcome submissions from other (lisciplines and are particular-
ly interested in interclisciplinary perspectives. Students whose papers are
accepte(l may register for the 33rd annual Faulkner and Yolznapatawpha
Conference at a reduced fee. For more inlormation, visit
www.olemiss.edu/conf/swsw or www.outreach.olemiss.edu/events/faulkner or
write to Southern Whriters, Southern Writing, Department of Englisll,
C128 Bondurant, University of Mississippi, University, MS
38677-1848.

Faulkner & Yolznapatawplla Conference * July 23-27, 2006

The 2006 Faulkner and Yolznapatawplla Conference will examine the
topic “Global Faulkner” tllrougl] five (lays of lectures and discussions l)y
literary scholars and critics. In addition to paper presentations loy noted
scllolars, program events include discussions lay Faulkner friends and
lamily, sessions on teaclﬁng Faullener, an exhibition of Faulkner l)ooles,
manuscripts, pllotographs, and memorabilia at the University’s ]olnl
Davis Williams Lil)rary, “Faulkner on the Fringe”
evening at the Soutlisi(le Gallery, gui(le(l claylong tours of northeast

w 1 ”
an open-mike

Mississippi, and a picnic served at Faulkner’s llome, Rowan Qak. For

more inlormation, visit www.outrcach.()lemiss.eclu/events/laullzner/.

Southern Foocl.ways Field Trip and Symposium

(witll Delta Divertissement)

IVlay 19-21 and October 19-22

(Delta Divertissement, October 18-19)

This year’s May field trip is a seafood-fueled excursion to Apalacllicola
and environs. The ninth annual fall symposium showcases the Gulf
South as a theme ancl, as in past years, includes lecturcs, film
screenings, concerts, and meals. The event draws cookbook autllors,
antllropologists, culinary llistorians, home cooles, organic gar(leners,
food journalists, and inquisitive eaters of all races and from all parts of
the country, and all with a strong desire to nurture and celebrate the
lootl—centere(l customs of the South. An overnigl'lt trip to Greenwoocl,
home of Vilzing Range Corporation, is set to prececle symposium. For
more information as it becomes availal’)le, inclu&ling registrations {ees,

visit www.soutllernlooflways.com.

Delta Literary Tour * March 19-21, 2007

WwWWw. (7lCIniSS . e(lu/(lepts/sotlth/

14th Oxford Conference for the Book * March 22-24, 2007

Dedicated to Larry Brown
www.olemiss.e(lu/(lepts/soutll/

For ][urtlwr z'nformation or questions al?ouf any events, ca// Mary Bet]q

Lasseter at 062—()]5-5993 or e-mail her at marylwtlz ((;Ig‘o/emisslealu.



THE CITY OF OXFORD, originaiiy part of the Chickasaw Cession,
was incorporated by Legislative Act in 1837. The town was captured
(iuring the Civil War i)y Union troops, and most of its t)uii(iings were
burned to the groun(i, aittlougtl many iiistoric structures remain.
Oxford has aiways been known for its close reiationstlip with the
University of Mississippi, whose approximately 14,000 students make
it rougtliy the same size as the town. Many peopie visit Oxford each
year to see the University, Rowan Oaiz, and other classic Southern
architecture, inciu(iing the Latayette County Courttiouse, Isom Piace,
built in 1838, and homes on the streets surrounding the town square.
Visitors and residents alike appreciate the close and gentie t)eauty of the
Latayette County countrysicte, which includes Sardis Laiee, Hoiiy
Springs National Forest, and such i)uii(iings as Coiiege Hill Church,
where William and Estelle Faulkner were married in 1929. USA %c]ay
named Oxford as one of the top six coiiege towns in the United States,
and many local citizens are now worried that recent growtti and devel-

opment are tiireatening its historic small-town charm.

THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI, affectionately known as Ole
Miss, is the state’s oldest pui)iic institution of tiigtier iearning and has
been a recognize(i leader in teactiing, researcti, and put)iic service since
opening in 1848. In November of that year a tacuity of four offered
liberal arts instruction to 80 students. From those beginnings, the stu-
dent t)octy has increased to its current enrollment of over 14,000 on
the main Oxford campus. The campus itself has expancie(i from 640
acres in 1848 to more than 2,500 acres. The academic division of the
Oxford campus is compose(i of the Coiiege of Liberal Arts (1848),
School of Law, which is the fourth oldest state—suppor‘tect law school in
the nation (1854, School of Engineering (1900), School of
Education (1903), School of Pharmacy (1908), School of Business
Administration (1917), Graduate School (1927), School of
Accountancy (1978), and School of Applied Sciences (2001). The
Schools of Medicine (1903), Nursing (1958), Health Related
Professions (1972), and Dentistry (1973) are located at the Jacizson
campus. In aii, the University offers more than 100 programs of stu(iy.
The University produce(i its 24th Rhodes Scholar in 1998 and since

then has protiuce(i three Truman Sctioiars, five Goldwater Sctxoiars, a
Marshall Sctioiar, and three Fuiiarigilt Scholars.

THE CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF SOUTHERN CULTURE
was established at the University of Mississippi in 1977. Since then,
the Center has gainect an international reputation for innovative educa-
tion and Sctioiarstiip on the American South. The Center administers
BA and MA programs in Southern Stu(iies, sponsors research and doc-
umentary projects on all aspects of Southern cuiture, and encourages
put)iic un(ierstan(ting of the South tiirougti pui)iications, media pro(tuc—
tions, lectures, pertormances, and exhibitions. Among the programs the
Center sponsors or cosponsors are the Oxford Conference for the Book
in the spring, the Faulkner and Yoiznapatawplia Conference in the sum-

mer, and a tiistory symposium and the Southern Foodways Symposium
in October. Open Monday tiirougti F‘ri(iay, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.,
except for University tioii(iays. Teieptione: 662-915-5993.

ROWAN OAK, William Faulkner’s tiome, was built tJy Colonel
Silcegog in 1844 and t)ougiit in Faulkner in 1930. This piantation-
styie house was his home until his death in 1962. Open 10:00
a.m.—4:00 p.m. Tuesciay ttn‘ougtl Saturctay and 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Sunctay. Closed on Mon(iays. Teiepiqone: 662-234-3284..

UNIVERSITY MUSEUM: The Mary Buie Museum (1939) and the
adjoining Kate Skipwith Teaching Museum (1976) house collections
representing the fields of arctiaeoiogy, art, anthropology, decorative arts,
iiistory, science, and teciinoiogy. Particuiariy outstanciing are the David
M. Robinson Collection of Greek and Roman antiquities, the
Miiiington—Barnard Collection of lgtt‘i-century scientific instruments,
and the Southern Folk Art Collection, centered on the paintings of
Oxford artist Theora Hamblett. Hours are 9:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Tuesday through Saturday and 1:00-4:30 p.m. Sunday. Closed
Mondays and on University holidays. Telephone: 662-915-7073.

DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND SPECIAL COLLEC-
TIONS/UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY: Over 500
manuscript collections and over 30,000 volumes of Mississippiana are
housed here. Among its permanent exhibits are William Faulkner’s
Nobel Prize and signecl first editions and manuscripts. The Seymour
Lawrence Room, a gi{'t of the late pui)iistier, contains signed first edi-
tions, manuscripts, photographs, corresponcience, and memorabilia of
the dozens of authors he pui)iisi'ie(i, inciu(iing J. P Donieavy, Barry
Hannatl, Jim Harrison, and Jayne Anne Pi’iiiiips. The Southern Media
Archive and Visual Collections contain the images of generations of
Mississippians and include the collections of photograptlers Martin
Dain and J. R. Cofield. A recent addition to Special Collections, the
Blues Archive houses the Living Blues Archival Collection and over
50,000 sound recordings and personai collections of blues artists such
as B. B. King. During the 2006 Oxford Conference for the Booiz,
Archives and Speciai Collections will be teaturing an exhibition devoted
to the life and work of Sileiiay Foote. Other exhibitions include
Mississippi Matinée: An Exhibition of the State and the Silver Screen.
Open 8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, except for
University holidays. Telephone: 662-915-7408.

THE LAFAYETTE COUNTRY LITERACY COUNCIL is a non-
protit organization whose mission is to promote iiteracy and adult edu-
cation ttirougiiout the county i)y means of adult one-on-one tutoring,
tamiiy titeracy programs, and worizing with partner agencies. Services

are tree 0{ cilarge. T}le Councii clepen(is on community support fOl‘ VOi-

unteers and financial contributions. Telephone: 662-234-4234.

YOUNG AUTHORS FAIR: T. A. Barron and Sharon M. Draper are
participating in the 2006 Young Authors Fair sponsore(i t)y the Junior
Auxiliary of Oxford, the Latayette County Literary Council, and other
collaborators. Tn preparation for the fair, every fifth gra.cier in the coun-
ty read Barron’s The Ancient One and was asked to write, iiiustrate, and
bind a book to be dispiayed at the Latayette County—Oxtorct Lit)ra.ry.
All fifth gra(iers were invited to attend the Barron program at the Ford
Center for the Pertorming Arts during the Oxford Conference for the
Book. The fair was expan(ie(t this year to include a session for ninth
graders with Sharon Draper. Just as all fifth gra(ters received their very
own copy of The Ancient One, all nintti—gra(ie students received a copy
of one Draper’s books (Battle of Jericho or Copper Sun) and read and
wrote about it before atten(iing her session at the Ford Center cturing
the book conference. Students are also meeting the visiting authors at
the Latayette County Lit)rary after school on Ti’iursday, March 30, and
during a book signing at Square Books Jr. 3:30-4:30 p.m. on Friday,
March 31.
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Oxtor(t Conterence tor ttie Booiz

The University of Mississippi ® Oxford, Mississippi
Dedicated to Sl’ieii)y Foote

Sponsore(t t)y the Center for the Stuciy of Southern Cuiture, Department of Engiisil, Department of History, Department of
Journalism, ]otln Davis Williams Lit)rary, Saiiy McDonnell Barksdale Honors Coiiege, Jotm and Renée Grisham Visiting Writers
Fund, Barksdale Reacting Institute, Sarah Isom Center for Women, School of Education, Junior Auxiiiary of Oxford, Latayette
County-Oxtorct Public Lii)rary, Latayette County Literacy Councii, Oxford Middle School PIA, Mississippi Litn'ary Commission,

Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Aiiiance, and Square Books. The 2006 conference is partiaiiy funded t)y the University of
Mississippi, a contribution from the R&B Feder Foundation for the Beaux Arts, and grants from the Mississippi Humanities
Councii, the National Endowment for the Arts, and the Yoiznapatawptla Arts Council.

W NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS

This project is supporteti in part ioy an award from the
National Endowment for the Arts, which believes that a great

nation deserves great art.

MISSISSIPPI HUMANITIES COUNCIL

This program is tinanciaiiy assisted i)y the National Endowment
for the Humanities ttirougti the Mississippi Humanities
Council. MHC’s purpose is to provi(ie pui)iic programs in tradi-
tional liberal arts (tiscipiines to serve nonprotit groups in

Mississippi.

For tourist intormation, contact:

Oxford Tourism Council

telephone 800-768-9177  662-234-4680
fax 662-234-0355

106 Ed Perry Boulevard ¢ Oxford, MS 38655

YOKNAPATAWPHA ARTS COUNCIL

The Yoiznapatawptla Arts Council is a nonprotit organization
established in 1975 to access, ceiei)rate, and promote the arts
with all citizens of Oxford and Latayette County, Mississippi.
The Yoiznapatawpila Arts Council is the official arts agency for
the City of Oxford and Latayette County.

ELEVENTH ANNUAL NATIONAL POETRY MONTH
APRIL 2006

A NATIONWIDE CELEBRATION OF POETRY
inaugurated i)y the American Acactemy of Poets in Aprii 1996,
National Poetry Month t)rings togettier pui)iisilers, isooizstores,
libraries, schools, and iiterary organizations across the country
to celebrate poetry and its vital piace in American culture. For
additional intormation, visit the Web site of the American
Acaciemy of Poets (www.poets.org) or inquire i)y teieptxone
(212-274-0343) or e-mail (aca(iemy@poets.org).

QUARE
BOOKS

For information at)out i)ooizs an(i auttiors, contact:

Square Books
160 Courthouse Square * Oxford, MS 38655

teiepi’ione 800-468-4001 * 662-236-2262
fax 662-234-9630

For more information concerning the Conterence, contact:

Center for the Stucl 0][ Southern Cuiture

1 HE

The
University of Mississippi

UNIVERGESIT Y
PO. Box ]848, Umversrty, MS 38677-1848 tciepiione 662- 915—5993 . tax 662 Ji6-5814 ¢ o maii Lbbb@ icrmss.ectu
Internet: tittp://www.oicmiss.e(iu/(tepts/soutil
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The Univers ity u\mpin.s with all applu.atvi laws re sar(ims affirmative action and equa al opportunity in all its activities and'
does not discriminate against anyone pmteutcci iw law because of ag age, t.ltt(l color, national o origin, race, n.ilgu on, sex, hand-

icap, veteran, or other status.




The Thir’ceenth Qxfor(i Conierence for t]ne Boolz
is dedicated to

Shel]ay Foote (191 6-2 005)

i recognition o][ his contributions to American letters.

— ,Milose of you who attended the
'Book Conference last year
may recall that it had been
1 determined then that the
2006 Conference would honor Sheiiﬁy
Foote. We had ilope(i he migiit be
liere, i)ut, as you ieliow, he died after
an illness on June 27, 2005. His
passing was mourned around the world
17'\' all who knew him ’ciirougii his nov-
els and, par’cicuiarly, his monumental
]iistory, The Civil War, a work he was
oncourage(i i)y Bennett Cerf of
Random House to write as a “short
liistory.” Cerf had in mind a 200,000-
word book as one in a historical series
that never got off the groun(i, and
Foote quiclz]y realized his work would
be much ionger. With the go—aiica(i
from Random House, in 1954 he
])cg‘an writing the 1,655,000-WOI'(1 epic that later would compei
American readers and critics to think of Foote as “our Gibbon.”
Born into a storied Southern iamily on November 17, 1916,
and reared in Greenville, Mississippi, young Siiclloy became edi-
tor of the Greenville Hig]i School newspaper, Pica. Foote was an
avid reader who was much influenced l:)y Dickens’s David
Copperfi'e/({, in which he “discovered there was a world . . . more
real than the real world.” William Alexander Pcrcy, the
Greenville author whose intellectual spiiere had been extended to
many young Greenville writers, inciu(iing Ellen Doug]as, David
Coiin, HO(i(iing Carter, Ci‘aig Ciai]ﬂoriic, and Will Percyys
nepliew and a(ioptcd son, W’faiieer, had cncourage(i Foote to read
Joyce's U/ysses, Mann’s The Magic Mountain, and Proust’s
Remembrance o][ 7771'7195 Past. Foote later remarked that (iuring
this pcriod of rea(iing “T was like a colt in clover with that stuff.”
Foote and Walker Percy formed a lasting frien(isiiip and liter-
ary i)r()tiicriioo(i, a reia’cionsiiip illuminated in The
Corresponazcnce a][ Slre/[)y Foote and Walker Percy. The two left
Gi‘eenvilie in 1935 for Ciiapei Hill and the University of North
Carolina. With mediocre gra(ies, Foote (iroppo(i out in 1937,
i[eeiing two years was sufficient for his Co”ege education. One
migiit say he set aside l)cing an honor student to become a stu-

dent of honor.

[ sometimes think that there's never been a sing/e page 0][
very great writing that did not have humor in it. It may be
dark humor, it may be sardonic, it may be this and that and
the other, but there’s a/ways humor in any goaa’ writing.

— QZJQ/Z?_L/ Foote

”*gif While in Chapei Hill Sil(,”)y wrote
g several stories—stories whose charac-
g ters and events would appear in his

later novels—which were pui’)lislie(i in

Carolina Magazine, and then he went
back home to Greenville to write. In a
famous 1iterary encounter, and nonen-
counter, Siieli)y and Walker traveled
togetiier to Oxford to meet their liter-
ary iiero, William Fauuzner; Siieii)y
talked to Faulkner for a coupie of
hours while Walker waited, timi(iiy
and (iefercntia”y, in the car.

Worizing at home for the newspaper
in a fashion similar perliaps to
Faulkner’s siipshod per{ormance as
postmaster, Foote compiete(l
%urnament, his first novel, an(i, after
a cautious acceptance from Knopi,
agreed to shelve it Jtempomrily.

In 1940, ieeiing that “we should be in the war—to stop
Hitler," Foote enlisted in the Mississippi National Guard.
Ultimatc]y he would not regret “that five—year chunk that war
took out of my life,” but a West Point graduate and superior
officer who felt Foote had been insolent in a petty matter man-
age(i to get Foote court-martialed. The dismissal came on a
teciinicaii’cy. While stationed in Ireland, Foote had traveled two
miles iieyomi a permitted 50 mile perimeter, in order to see a
woman in Belfast—in 1944, just prior to the invasion of
Europe.

Sheii)y Foote had a bit of rascal in him. He is reporte(i to
have enjoye(i in his youtii what he called “iieiiing around the
Delta.” He had little respect for coniormity or conventions, and
was asked not to come back to his North Carolina iraternity
after cicmons’trating what his “brothers” considered apatiiy, athe-
ism, and poor humor. He liked women and wiiislzey both very
weil, tiiougii once compiainc(i in a letter to Walker that “the one
is about as unsatisiactory as the otl'ier, except at the time.” His
friend Ho(i(iing Carter 111 remarked siiortiy after Siieii)yys death
that “Siieii)y was one of the truiy wildasses of the Delta. That’s
hard to say because evcry]oo(ly from the Delta is a wildass.”

After the war he wrote in a [ury, finaiiy pu})lisiiing Tournament
in 1949; Follow Me Down in 1950; Love in a Dry Season,
1951; Slzi/o]z, 1952; and ]ora’an County, 1954—5111 prior to The
Civil War. These nove]s, and a later one, Septeml;er, Scptember,
pulalisiic(l in 1978, generaiiy dealt with the events, ciiaracters,

mores, injustices, and passions of the South he knew so well.

(continued on page Q)
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Program sessions will be at the Gertrude Castellow Ford Center for the Performlng Arts.

Sclledu/e 0][ Events

THURSDAY, MARCH 30

10:00 a.m.

11:30 a.m.

Lig‘llt Lunch

1:30 p.m.

3()0 p.-m.

5:30 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

9:00 p.m.

Registration Begins

Exhibitions

Slze/l‘ly Foote: His LI][Q and Work

L\/Iississfppi Matinée: An Exhibition of the State
and the Silver Screen

“Mississippi on Film”

\War(l Emlmg

]01111 Davis Williams lerary

Mississippi Hall of Writers
Hosted Ly Ju]ia Rholes
Dean of University Libraries

Welcome

Richard Howorth, Mayor

Sllc”)y Foote: His Work and Legacy

Charles Reagan Wilson, moderator

Ellen Doug‘las, Gary W. Gaﬂagher

Film C]ip with a Ken Burns tribute and Foote

commentaries

Rgmunkcrmg ]u”jy Foote
Richard Howortl), moderator
Michael I\/chonneH, William Pearson,

William Reed

Thacker Mountain Radio

Jim Dees, host

George Saunders and Lewis Nordan
The Yalol)usllwllaclzers, house band

Tim Lee band, visiting musicians

Dinner
Meet the Spcalzcrs
Isom Place

(Reservations Require(‘l)

Open M ike - Poetry & Fiction Jam
David C]alef, moderator

Bouré

FRIDAY, MARCH 31

9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

11:30 a.m.

1:30 p.m.

2:30 p.m.

3:30 p.m.

430 p.m.

Welcome

Carolyn Ellis Staton, Provost
Literature for Young Readers 1
Rosemary Olipllant-lngham, moderator
Readin gs/ Remarks

T. A. Barron
Literature for Young Readers 2
Barbara Lowe, moderator
Reaclings/ Remarks

Sllaron lvl 5 Draper

The Endangered Species: Readers Toclay
and Tomorrow

Elaine H. Scott, moderator

Claiborne Barlesdale, Sarah Com]’)s,

Cincly Dacll, Pamela Pri(lgen

Rcadings and Remarks
Jamie Kornegay, moderator

Tad Floridis, Starling Lawrence, James Meek

Reaclings and Remarks

Ethel Young—Minor, moderator
Brian Keith Jacleson, Tychiml)a Jess,
Qlympia Vernon

Readings and Remarks
David Galcf, moderator

Jac]z Penclarvis, George Saunders

Poetry: Readings and Remarks
Celebration of National Poetry Month
Beth Ann Fennelly, moderator

Aimee Nezllulzuma’ta’cl'lil, Aleda Shir]ey

Coun’cry Dinner

Taylor Grocery

Taylor Grocery Band
Taylor, Mississippi
(Reservations Requirecl)



SATURDAY, APRIL 1

9:00 a.m. Writing about Politics

Curtis Wiueie, moderator

]ames Giﬂ, Trent Lott, Thomas Olip]lant
10:30 a.m. Finding a Voice/Reaching an Audience
Barry Hannah, moderator

T. A. Barron, Nickole Brown, Alex Glass,
Sarah Gorham, Star]ing Lawrence

1:30 p.m. Writing about Art and Artists
William Dunlap, moderator

Patti Carr Black, Mary Lynn Kotz,
Anna]yn Swan

2:30 p.m. Reaclings/Remarles

Tom Franklin, moderator
Michael Knight, Lewis Nor(lan,
Natasha Trcthcwcy

3:30 p.m. Writing Literary Lives

Ted an])y, moderator

Larry L. King, Suzanne Marrs,
Darlene Harbour Unrue

Book Signing
Off Square Books

5:00 p.m.

BRUCE NEWMAN

From left:

Jim Dickinson,
Slade Lewis,
Duff Dorrough

The Yalobushwhackers is Thacker Mountain Radio’s house band
each week. The band is led l)y Jim Dickinson, the ]egendary
musician and proclucer whose career includes work with Sam
Plliﬂips at Sun Records, the Rouing Stones at Muscle Shoals,
and Bob Dy]an, with whom he shared a Grammy for Album of
the Year in 1997. The band also includes Delta guitarist Duff
Dorrougll, formerly of “Mississippi’s House Band, " the
Tangents, bassist Slade Lewis, who pcrforms 1ocaHy with Wiley
& the Checlemates, and Wallace Lester on drums.

Young Authors Fair

Stu&ents, teacllers, and parents are invited to the Lafayette
County Li})rary to see the book clisplay and meet with
Sharon M. Draper after school on Thursclay, March 30,
and to attend a book signing for T. A. Barron and Sharon
M. Draper at Square Books Jr. 3:30—4:30 p.m. on Friday,
March 31.

Baxter Knowlton

Hlus’crating the 2006 Oxford Conference for the Book
posters, printed programs, and T-shirts is a portrait of
Sheﬂ)y Foote l)y Baxter Knowlton. His portraits illustrated
materials for two previous conference, Walker Percy in
2004 and F]annery O’Connor in 2005.

Baxter Knowlton is a native Mississippian who currently
lives in Little Rocle, Arkansas. Educated at Yale U niversity,
Knowlton has exhibited throughout Mississippi, and his work
appears in collections throughou’c the Southeast. His work

can also be seen at L&EM’s Kitchen in Oxford.

From left: Rick Greene, Greg‘ Horne, Tim Lee,

+Don Coﬂey Jr., and Susan Bauer Lee

For the past two (1ecades, Tim Lee has been a part of the indie
rock scene in the South. Starting with his early '80s recordings
with the Windbreakers, Lee’s work has been praised l')y the likes
of Ro//ing Stone, the %sllfngton Post, the New York Times, and
Creem. Since the late 1980s, Lee has released a half dozen solo
records, inclu(ling three in the past three years. Foﬂowing the
release of 2004’s No Discretion, No Depression hailed Lee as “a
veteran artist still malzing quality music that you can be proud
to turn up loud.” His la’cest, Concrete Dog, is slated for an April

release.



ne Speakers

CLAIBORNE BARKSDALE is executive
director of the Barksdale Reacling Institute
at the University of Mississippi. After earn-
ing BA and JD degrees from Ole Miss, he

practice(l law in ]aclzson for five years, was

]egisla’cive coordinator for Senator Thad
Cochran for four years, spent a year as a
clerk for the Fifth Circuit Court of Appea]s,
and has served as counsel for communications companies since

1983.

T. A. BARRON is the author of five nov-
els in The Lost Years ofMer/in series; The
Heroic Ventures o][ Kate trilogy; two novels in
his new Great Tree ofAva/on trilogy; Tree
Gir/, an adventure story for young chi dren;
the auto})iographical Where Is Grana[pa? and
another picture 1’)0012; two nature l)oolzs; and
The Hero's Trail: A Guide for a Heroic Life.
His llighly acclaimed work has garnered numerous awards,
inclu(ling the American Likrary Association’s “Best Books” and
the International Reacling Association’s “Teachers” Choice” (1csig—
nations. After receiving clegrecs from Princeton, Oxford, where
he was a Rhodes Scholar, and Harvard, Barron was a venture
capitalist in New York City for eight years. In 1990 he moved to

Colorado and became a full-time writer and conservationist.

PATTI CARR BLACK is the author of
Art in Mississippi, 1720-1980, the first
comprehensive stu(ly of art in the state. She
has written and edited many other books
dealing with Mississippi art and letters,
inclu(ling Agnes Grinstead Anderson’s
Approacizing the Magic Hour: Memories of
Walter Ana]erson, Made Iyy Hand: Mississippi
Folk Art, Documentary Piwtogmplzs of Mississippi a/uring the
1030s, Sea, Eartlz, S]ey: The Art o][ Walter Ana’ersan, Eudora
UVe/ty s %r/a], and Eudora %]ty: Ear/y Escapaa]es.

NICKOLE BROWN is a poet and fiction
writer. Her poems, stories, and essays have

most rccently appeared in Iﬂammoth

Books” Sudden Stories antho]ogy, Poets &
Writers, the Writer’s Clzronic/e, Kestrel Review,
32 Poems, the Court/anrj Review, and
Starcherone Books’ PP/FF anthology, She
lives in Louisville, Kentucley, where she is

director of marlzeting and clevelopment for Saral)an(lc Books.

SARAH COMBS is a li})rary specialist in
the Collection Deve]opment Depar{:ment of
BWI, a Lexington, Kentucleywbased book
and audiovisual distributor that specializes
in children’s and young-adult literature for
pu]olic libraries. Previously, she worked as a
librarian and as a Latin and creative writing

teacher.

CINDY DACH is the marlee’cing director at
Changing Hands Bookstore (CHB) in
Tempe, Arizona. She is cofounder of PAGE
23, a group at CHB dedicated to cultivating
the next generation of readers t}n‘ough pro-
grams and book recommendations. With
PAGE 23 she created Lit-Noise, a one-

nigllt festival featuring authors and bands.

Dach moderates “Fems with Pens,” a teenage writing group and
a teen advisory council. A]so, she is the creator of several tours
that })ring together authors to promote their books in bars and
restaurants in cooperation with inclepen(lent bookstores across

the country.

JIM DEES is the host of Thacker Mountain
Radio, a literature and music program on
Mississippi’s pul)lic radio stations. He has
written for the Ox][oral Eag/e and is a former
editor of Oxfora’ Town, for which he still
contributes a Weelzly column. Most recently,
he edited the collection TZzey Write among
Us: New Stories and Essays ]/rom the Best of
Oxfora] Writers.

ELLEN DOUGIAS, the pseudonym of
Mississippi author Josephine Ayres Haxton,
is a National Book Award finalist and the
author of six novels and two story collec-
tions. She has also pub]islled two books of
nonfiction, Truth: Four Stories [ Am Fina//y
Old Enouglz to Tell and Witnessing, a collec-
tion of essays. Her first novel, A Fami/y s
Aﬁ[airs, was named one of the ten best fiction titles of the year
})y the New York Times, as was Black C/oua], White Cloud. She
received the Mississippi [nstitute of Arts and Letters Awards in
literature for The Rock Cried Out and A Llfetime Burning, was
honored for her Locly of work I)y the Fel]owship of Southern
Writers in 1989, and received the 2000 American Academy of
Arts and Letters Award in Literature.
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SHARON M. DRAPER, a pro£essional
educator as well as an accomplished. author,
has been honored as a National Teacher of
the Year, is a three-time winner of the
Coretta Scott King Literary Award, and is a
New York Times Lestseuing author. Her books
for teens include the Hazelwood High trilogy
(Tears o][ a Tiger, Forgec] Z:y Fire, Darkness
before Dawn), Romiette and ]u/io, Double Dutclz, and The Battle o][
]eric/qo. Her new novel, Copper Sun, is based on the horrible reali-
ty of the slave trade. Draper has also pul)lished Teac}zing ][rom the

Heart: Reﬂcctions, Encouragement, Inspiration, another nonfiction

hook for teacllers, and two volumes of poetry.

WILLIAM DUNLAP has distinguished
himself as an artist, arts commentator, and
educator since receiving his MFA from the
University of Mississippi in 1969. His work
can be found at museums across the nation
and at United States embassies throughout
the world. Recipient of many awards for his
paintings, he received an Emmy Award for
his work as visual arts commentator of Around Town on WETA-

TV, Washington, D.C.

WARD EMLING has served as the director
of the Mississippi Film Office since 1990
and previously from 1980 to 1983. He is
on the board of directors and immediate
past presi&ent of the Association of Film
Commissioners International (AFCI). As
an actor, he has appeare& in Huck/e[aerry
Finn, The Premonition, Beulah Lanc], The
Mississippi, Matt Houston, St. E/sewlzere, Knot's Landing, Our
House, Problem Cln'/a], Nfat/ocL, and several national and regional

commercials.

BETH ANN FENNELLY is the author of
two poetry collections: Open House and
Tender Hooks. Her poems have been
appeare(l in the Best American Poetry
Series volumes in 1996 and 20085, The
Pushcart Prize 2001 A and other an’c}lologies.
She received a 2003 Creative Writing
Fe]lowsllip in Poetry from the National
Endowment for the Arts. Her book of essays, Great with Child:
Letters to a Young Motlwr, will be pul)lished l)y W. W. Norton
this spring. Fenneuy is assistant professor of Englisll at the
University of Mississippi.
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TAD FILORIDIS is associate pu]olishcr of
(Cannongate Books. Previously, he was an
agent with Donadio & Olson, vice presidcn’c
for development at Longview Production,
and executive vice president at
Rightscenter.com, home of the Film Rights
Directory, a comprehensive database of
film/TV rights to literary properties.

ToM FRANKLIN, writer in residence at
the University of Mississippi, is a wiclely
pulﬁ]ishcd author of essays and stories. The
title story of his first l)oolz, Poaclzers, won
the Eclgar Award for Best Short Story in

1999 and was selected for inclusion in sev-

V1D ¥ITANHOS JANvVIN

eral prestigious anthologies. His first novel,
Hell at the Breech, was named By indepen—
dent booksellers in all 50 states as one of the six best books in
the country for 2003. His new novel, Smonk: A Soutlzern, will
be publishe& next year l)y HarperPerennial. Recipient of a 1999
Guggenheim FeHowship, he has held the ]ohn and Renée
Grisham position at Ole Miss and the Tennessee Williams
Feuowship at Sewanee.

DAVID GALEF has pulolished nine books:
the novels Flesh and Turning Japanese; two
children’s 1)00125, The Little Red B:’cyc/e and
Y;‘acles; two translations of Japanese
proverbs, Foven Monkeys Fa//from Trees and
Even a Stone Buddha Can 7:1/1@; a work of
li’terary criticism, The Supporting Cast; an
edited antl'lology of essays called Second
ﬁzauglﬂts: A Focus on Rereac]ing; and, most recen’cly, the short
story collection Laugh Track. He is professor of English at the
University of Mississippi, where he also administers the MFA

program in creative writing.

GARY W. GALLAGHER teaches at the
University of Virginia, where he is ]ohn | B8
Nau III Professor in the History of the
American Civil War. One of the leacling his-
torians in his field, he is the author of Lee
and His Generals in War and Memory and
many other books on the Civil War, has
coauthored and edited several works on indi-
vidual battles and campaigns, and has pulnlishe(l over 100 arti-
cles in scholarly journals and popular historical magazines.
Among the many awards he has received for his research and
writing are the Laney Prize for the best hook on the Civil War,
the William Woods Hassler Award for contributions to Civil War
studies, the Lincoln Prize, and the Fletcher Pratt Award for the
best nonfiction book on the Civil War.




JAI\IES GILL is a columnist for the New
Orleans Times-Picayune and author of Lords
o][ Misrule: Mardi Gras and the Politics of
Race in New Orleans.

ALEX GLASS began his publishing career
at the Putnam Berle]ey Publishing Group
and was assistant to editor Robert Gottlich
for two years before l)ecoming a literary
agent. Glass also spent three years in the lit-

erature (1epartment of the National
Endowment for the Arts, where he hclped

award over 70 federal grants to American fiction writers, poets,

and translators. He specializes in literary fiction and has recently
sold first novels to such publisl’lers as William Morrow,
Hyperion, Harcourt, and HarperCoHins, among others.

SARAH GORHAM is the author of three
collections of poetry—]ﬂze Cure, The Tension
Zone, and Don’t Go Back to S/eep—and has
pul)lishe(l poems and essays in such maga-
zines as Poetry, The Nation, Antaeus, Faris
Review, Georgia Review, Poets & Writers, and
Poetry Northwest. In 1994 Gorham founded
Sarabande Books Inc., a small press in
Louisville, Kentuclzy, devoted to the pu]olication of poetry, short
fiction, and literary nonfiction. She serves as Sarabande’s presi-
dent and editor in chief.

BARRY HANNAH is the author of ten
works of fiction, including his first nove],
Geronimo Rex, which was awarded the
William Faulkner Prize and nominated for
the National Book Awar(l; Ray, nominated
for the American Book Awar(l; and

Airslzips, a collection of stories widcly

regarded as a contemporary classic. His lat-
est novel is Yonder Stands Your Orplzan. He is writer in resi-
dence and director of the MFA program in creative writing at
the University of Mississippi.

RICHARD HOWORTH was elected
mayor of Oxford in 2001. He is founder of
Square Books in Qxford, Mississippi, and
past president of the American Booksellers

Association.

ALix KING

BRIAN KEITH JACKSON is the author
of three novels: The View /[rom Here, winner
of First Fiction Literary Award from the
Black Caucus of the American Li]jrary
Association; the criticauy acclaimed %/]eing
tlzrouglz Mirrors; and The Queen o][Har/em,
which was named one of the Best Books of
2002 })y Black Issues Book Review. Jaclzson
has received feuowships from Art Matters, the Jerome
Foundation, and the MiHay Colony of the Arts.

TYEHIMBA JESS is the author of
Leaa%e//y, a L)iograplly written in verse and
winner of the 2004 National Poetry Series.
He received a Literature Feﬂowship from
the National Endowment for the Arts in
2004 and was a 2004-2005 Winter Fellow
at the Provincetown Fine Arts Work Center.

He is an assistant professor of creative writ-

ing at University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign.

LARRY L. KING is a novelist, journalist,
and playwn'ght. A high-school dropout who
became a Nieman Fellow at Harvard, a
Communications Fellow at Dulee, and holder
of an endowed chair at Princeton, he has writ-
ten 13 books and seven stage plays as well as
television documentaries, screenplays, short
stories, and hundreds of magazine essays. He is
the only writer nominated for a unique “Triple Crown” of American
letters: a National Book Award, a Broa(lway Tony, and a television
Emmy. His other honors include the Stanley Walker ]ournahsm
Award and the Helen Hayes and Moﬂy Goldwater awards as a play—
wright. King's new book is a memoir of Willie Morris.

MICHAEL KNIGHT is the author of two
sllort—story co“ections, Dog][iglzt and Other
Stories and Gooa’nigkt, Nol)oc[y, and the
novel Divining Rod. He is the recipient of
several awards for his worle, including the
Dictionary ofLitemry Biograplzy’s 1999 Best
First Novel Award, the Feﬂowship of
Southern Writers’ 1999 New Writing
Award, and a 1999 Specia] Citation in Fiction from the
PEN/Hemingway Foundation. He serves as the director of the
creative writing program at the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville and is the 2006-2006 John and Renée Grisham
Visiting Southern Whiter at the University of Mississippi.

JAlVIIE KORNEGAY operates the new
Turnrow Book Co. in Greenwood,
Mississippi. His fiction has appearecl in
Stories ][rom the Blue Moon Cafe 11, The
Ahumni Gri//, and leey Write among Us:
New Stories and Essays ][rom the Best o][
Ox][ora’ Writers.



DAN DEITCH

MARY LYNN KOTZ is the author of
]\)ausclwnlverg: Art and Life and three other
books, inciu(iing A Fassion for Equa/ity,
written with her ilusi)anci, Nick Kotz. She
is a contrii)uting editor to ARTnews maga-

zine and has written for major magazines

since receiving her (iegree in journalism

from the University of i\’iississippi.

STARLING LAWRENCE is editor in chief
and vice chairman at W. W. Norton. He is
the author of two novels, Montenegro and
The Liglrtning Reeper, and the story collec-
tion Legacies. His fiction has been awarded
the Lytie Prize ]oy the Sewanee Review and
the Balch Prize i)y the Virginia Quan‘er/y

Review.

TRENT LOTT received BS and JD
(iegrees from the University of Mississippi
and practiceci law in Pascagouia before going
to thiiiugton as assistant to Representative
William Colmer of Mississippi. Lott was
elected to Congress in 1972 and has served
in the U.S. Senate since 1988. He is the

author of the reccntiy pui)iisile(i memoir

f[em]ing Cats: A Life in Dolitics.

BARBARA LOWE teaches English at
Oxford Higii School. As part of her doctor-
al work at the University of Mississippi, she
wrote a dissertation titled “Eying the Prize:
Race Relations in Newi)ery Award Noveis,

1922-2000.”

MICHAEL MCDONNELL is president of
West Union Corporation in Menipiiis,
Tennessee. A graduate of Yale with a major
in iiistory, heisa founcling member of the
Wolf River Book Ciui), which has met
montiiiy for more than three decades.
Siieiiay Foote was one of the seven members

mt tile ciui}.

SUZANNE MARRS is the author of
Eudora %/ty: A Biograplzy, One Writer's
]magination: The Fiction o][Eualom %/ty,
and The VVe/ty Collection: A Guide to the
Fudora Vﬂz/ty Manuscripts and Documents at
the Mississippi Department ofArcin'ves and
History. She is the E. B. Stewart Famiiy
Professor in Language and Literature at

Miiisaps Coiiege.

JAI\lES MEEK is an award-winning jour-
nalist and author of The Peop/e 's Act o/[
Love, nominated for the 2005 Booker
Prize. He has also pui)]isiled two other nov-
eis, Mcfar/ane Boils the Sea and Drivetime,
and two story collections, Last Orders and
The Museum of Doubt. He lived in the for-
mer Soviet Union from 1991 to 1999 and
now lives in Lon(lon, where he writes for the Guardian and con-
tributes to the London Review oj[ Books and Granta.

AIMEE NEZHUKUMATATHIL has

receive(i many awarcis {OI’ iier poems, WillCh
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have been wi(ieiy puioiisileci in journais and
antiioiogies. Her cilapi)ooie, Fislzbone, won
the Snail’s Pace Press Prize, and her first
i—uii—iengtii coiiection, Miracle Fruit, won the
Foreword Magazine's Poetry Book of the Year
Award and the Tupeio Press First Book Prize.
She was the 2000-2001 Diane Middlebrook Poetry Fellow at the
University of Wisconsin—-Madison and is now assistant proiessor

of Engiisil at State U niversity of New Yoriz—Frecionia.

LEWIS NORDAN is the author of four
novels—The Music of the Swamp, %/J[
le:’st/e, The Slzarpslzooter B/ues, and
Liglztning Song—an(i Sugar among the
Frea]es, selected stories from his collections
Welcome to the Arrow-Catcher Fair and The
All-Girl Football Team. The setting for his
fiction is Arrow Catci'ier, a piace similar to
his hometown of Itta Bena in the Mississippi Delta. He is also
author of a memoir, Boy with Loaded Gun. Lewis Nordan has
received the Southern Book Critics Circle Awarci, two
Mississippi Institute of Arts and Letters awar(is, and three

American Lii)rary Association awards.

THOMAS OLIPHANT is recently retired
Wasiiington corresponcient for the Boston
Globe and a nationaiiy synciicate(i columnist.
A noted poiiticai commentator, he is a fre-
quent guest on The News Hour with Jim
Lehrer. ‘Vaslxington Magazine named him

one of the country’s Top Ten poiiticai writ-
ers and one of Wasi)ingtonis 50 most influ-
ential journaiists. He is the author of Praying for Gil Hoa’ges: A
Memoir of the 1055 World Series and One Fami/g 's Love o][ the

Broo]e/yn Dodgers. A collection of his essays is in progress.

ROSEMARY OLIPHANT-INGHAM is
associate proi[essor of Engiisii education at
the University of Mississippi, where she
teaches children’s and adolescent literature.
She has pui)iisile(i a i)iograpiiicai sketch of
Louisa May Alcott and a i')iograpi'ly of

Karen HESSG.




TED OWNBY is professor of iiistory and
Southern Studies at the University of
Mississippi. He is the author of Subc/uing
Satan: [\)e/igion, Recreation, and Manhood in
the [\)ura/ Soutl7, ]QO:—IQZO and American

Dreams in Mississippi: Consumers, Povert
Pp ’ Y

and Cu/furc, 1830-1008.

WILLIAM PEARSON is a semi-retired
cotton farmer in Sumner, Mississippi. He
studied Engiisii at the University of North
Carolina at Ciiapoi Hill and since 1973 has
been a member of the Wolf River Book

Club in Mempiiis, Tennessee.

JACK PENDARVIS is the author of The
i\'iysz‘crious Secret 0][ the Wz/ua[a/e Yi‘easure, a
collection of stories and a novella. His writ-
ing has been pui)iisiie(i in the Bc/iever,
i\"fc‘Swecney s Online Tendency, and 14 I [i//s,
and his stories have been antiioiogize(i in two
volumes of Stories from the Blue Moon Ca][é,
The Alumni Gri//, and the Pushcart Prize
an’tiioiogy. He wrote the theme song for Cartoon Network'’s
Popeye Show and the score for the feature film Dropping Out.
Pendarvis spent much of his childhood and adult life in Bayou La
Batre, Aia]vama, and now lives in Atianta, Georgia.

PAMELA PRIDGEN received a master of

: iii)rary science (iegree from the University of
Southern Mississippi and is director of the
Lii)rary of Ha’ttiesimrg, Petai, and Forrest
County. She has served as prcsicient of the
Mississippi Lii)rary Association and is a hoard
member of the Mississippi Lii)rary Commission.

WILLIAM REED, of Mempiiis, Tennessee, was a member of
Si”l(,“ii)y Foote’s book club. Foote missed very few meetings, and oniy
for iiiness, accor(iing to Ree(i, who added: “We'd usuaiiy talk about
evei'ytiiing but the book.” He said Foote was a particuiar ciiampion

of Proust and Ciieiziiov, and the last book Foote assigne(i the group
was Carson McCullers’s The Member o]/ the UVcaIa’ing.

GEORGE SAUNDERS has pui)iisiiecl two
short story Coiiections, CivilWarLand in Bad
Decline and Pastara/ia, and a children’s iaooiz,
illustrated i')y Lane Smith, The Very
FPersistent Gappers of Frip. His fiction has
appcare(i in the New Yor/eer, Harper s, Story,
and many other pui)iica’cions. He won the
National Magazine Award in 1994 for his
story “The 4()O—poun(i CEQ” and again in 1996 for the story

“Bounty. ” He has expiorccl for oil in Sumatra, piaye(i guitar in a

Texas bar i)an(i, and worked in a siaugiiteriiouse. He teaches cre-
ative writing at Syracuse University.

ELAINE H. SCOTT iz bosner chair of
the Arizansas State Board of Eciucation, a
member of the Education Commission of
the States (1987-1997), and a leader in
several organizations concerned with educa-
tion, teacher training, iii)raries, and iiteracy.
She has worked with the Rea(iing Is
Fundamental program since 1974 and

received the RIF Leacier for Literacy Award in Aprii 1994..

ALEDA SHIRLEY is the author of three
volumes of poetry—C]zinese Arc}zitecture,
winner of the Poetry Society of America’s
1987 Norma Farber First Book Awar(i;
Long Distance; and Dark Fami/iar, forth-
coming from Sarabande Books. She has
received ieiiowsiiips from the National
Endowment for the Arts, the Mississippi
Arts Commission, and Kentucizy Arts Councii, and the
Kentuciey Foundation for Women. Her poems have appeareci in

such piaces as the American Poetry Review, Kenyon Review,
FPoetry, and Virginia Quarter/y Review. She edited The Beach
Book, a collection of stories, essays, and poems. She is visiting
Straddlefork lecturer in creative writing at Miiisaps Coiiege in
Jacizson, Mississippi.

CAROLYN ELLIS STATON joined the
iacuity of the School of Law at the
University of Mississippi in 1977 and was
appointe(i as provost and vice chancellor for

Academic Affairs in June 1999.

ANNALYN SWAN is the autiior, with
Mark Stevens, of De Kooning: An American
Master, winner of the 2004 National Book
Critics Circle Awar(i, the 2005 Pulitzer
Prize for Biograpiiy, and other major
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awards. A native of Biioxi, Mississippi,

Swan is a former staff writer at Time and an

award-winning critic and senior arts editor
at Newsweek. She has written for the New Repuly/ic, the Atlantic
Montlz/y, and the New York magazine. Three years ago, she

ioun(ie(i, with iongtime editor Peter Bernstein, ASAP Me(iia, a

i)ooie, magazine, and internet cieveiopment company.




