Zora Neale Hurston, 1940, leotograph l)y Carl Van Vechten
Courtesy Carl Van Vechten Trust, Yale Collection of American Literature

Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Li]srar_v

The Fifteenth
Oxforcl Conference for the Boolz

The University of Mississippi ®* Oxford, Mississippi
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REGISTRATION FORM

PLEASE MAIL REGISTRATION FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS:
OXFORD CONFERENCE FOR THE BOOK ¢ CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF SOUTHERN CULTURE
THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI « PO. BOX 1848 « UNIVERSITY, MS 38677-1848
OR FAX TO 662-915-5814

P]mtocopy a separate copy of this form for each registrant. Please type or print the information rcquested. Return form hy March 28, 2008.

NAME

ADDRESS

GlLRY STATE ZIP

OCCUPATION/POSITION

INSTITUTION/ORGANIZATION

HOME TELEPHONE BUSINESS TELEPHONE

FAX E-MAIL

[ request reservations for the fo”owing:
(d Oxford Conference for the Book - Entire Program (au rca(]ings, panels, tast)
1 If not aLLcn(ling entire conference, indicate ({ay(s) below.
W T]]ursday, t\pril 3 d Fri(lay, Apri] 4 d Saturday, April 5
J Li])rary Lunch on Tllursday, Apri] 3 (no clmrgc)
(d Cocktail Buffet on Tllursday, Apri] 3 ($5() con[ril)ution) [ Box Lunch on Fri(lay, April 4 (%]O contrilmtion)
[ Creative Writing \‘(brl{sllop, We(]ncsday, April 2 ($25()) d Delta Literary Tour, March 317}\}71&] 3 (S-L75)

[ am maL’ing a contril)ution in the amount of $ 1(or l]w f\pri] 3 cocletail lau[{et, for the 1\pril 4 box 11111c]1, an(l/or for con-

ference support.
[ am maleing a payment of $ for the Creative \Y’riting \\(’orl\’sllop an(l/or the Delta Literary Tour.

Note: Separate checks must be made for payments and contributions. Contributions and payments made by credit card may
be charged together.

J C]wcle, made paya})]c to THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI, is enclosed.
D Cllargc to (d Visa d I\’lasterCar(lExpiration Date

Account Number

Sig’na’turc Date

I understand that refunds for contributions are not allowed and that payments for mea]s, the \Writing W'Torl\*slmp, and the Delta tour,
less a $10 service c]]argc, are refundable if I submit a written request for cancc”ati(m, postlnarlzcd no later than March 24. No

]'C{llII(IS \\7i11 ])e ma(le a&er Nlarc]l 2-1-*

Dignature Date

[ T cannot attend in 2008 but add me to the mailing Iist l.()r ruturc book conferences.
[ learned about the conference from (marlz all applica}wle Sources):

(A Conference ﬂyer from the University (A Southern Register (A Other:

Posters for the 2008 Oxford Conference for the Book, illustrated with a p]mtograpll of Zora Neale Hurston, are available for $10
each, p]us s]1ipping and handling and, for Mississippi residents, sales tax. To or(lcr, call 800-390-3527. Posters will be available in

March 2008.



REGISTRATION INFORMATION

OXFORD CONFERENCE FOR THE BOOK

The conference is open to the pui)iic without cimrge‘ To assure seating
space, those interested in attcn(iing siioui(i preregister. Reservations and
advance payment are requircd for two optionai events: cocktail buffet
on Thursday ($50) and box lunch on Friday ($10). All procc«;(is for the
box lunch on Fri(iay will go toward support of the Laiayette County
Literacy Council and are tax deductible. All proccuis of the cocktail
buffet on T]mrstiay will go toward supporting the conference and are
tax deductible. Participants are invited to make additional tax-

deductible contributions to iieip support the conference.

LUNCH ON THURSDAY, APRIL 3
The JU]]H Davis Williams Liiirary will host a iigii’[ lunch at noon (iuring‘
the presentation i)y Tricia Walker. To accept the invitation, picasc check

'lﬂimrscia'\' lunch on the conference registration form.

CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP

APRIL 2, 2008

Margarui—Lovc Denman, former director of the creative writing program at
the University of New Hampsiﬁrc and currcntiy coordinator of oii—campns
writing programs at the [,inivcrsity of l\iississippi, will offer a spcciai work-
shop in conjunction with the 2008 Oxford Conference for the Book. The
nia_\'iniig' \\'Urizsiiop, titled “Mining Your Raw i\’iatcriais,” will take piace
\\'L(incstiay, Aprii D ak the Downtown Grill on the Oxford Squarc.

The worizsimp is open to 20 writers. T he wori\’siiop fee of $250
includes evaluation of up to 20 (ioui)ic—spacc(] pages of fiction submitted
]wiorcimn(i, a private 20-minute session with the instructor (iuring the /\pn'i
3-5 Oxford Conference for the Booiz, attendance at all conference events,
lunch and refreshments on \Wainestiay, dinner on Piiiiursday, and a box lunch

on i:ri(iay. The fee does not include imig‘ing. First come, first served.

MISSISSIPPI DELTA LITERARY TOUR

MARCH 31-APRIL 3

Experience the piacc, the peopic, the fomi, and the music that inspire(i
Mississippi writers i)y joining an annual spring tour organizcd i')y the
Center for the Stii(iy of Southern Culture. Focusing on the area’s icgv
en(iary iwiucs, writers, and io()ci~aiong with its tumultuous iiistory—tilc
program is based in Grccnwood, with (iay trips to Greenville and
Clarksdale as well as a visit to McCartys pottery in i\’lcrigo](i.

The program on i\’iomiay, March Sil.; will give an overview of the
Mississippi Delta and take a close look at Cieveian(i, seat of Bolivar
County and home of Delta State University. On Tucsday, Z\prii 1, the
group will travel to Greenviiie, home of William Alexander Percy, David
L. Coiln, E‘iicn I)()Ligjias, Siieiiﬁy Foote, Bern Kca’ting, \Y'aiiecr Pcrcy,
Juiia JQCC(i, Ben Wasson, and many other writers—so many that
Clrcenviiie was once lzll()\VIl £Or lla\'illg “Ill()f(,‘ plli)lisll(f(i Wriicrs per Capi‘
ta than any piacc in the United States.” On We(inesday, Aprii 2, the
group will journey to Clarksdale to tour piaccs connected to the life and
work of p]aywrigiit Tennessee Williams. In addition to talks and slide
presentations, the program will offer rca(iings i)y several authors and
visits to two major Delta bookstores.

Literary scholar Kenneth Holditch will give talks on Tennessee
\\”iiiiams, the author of the piay A Streetcar Named Desire and the screen-
writer of the film Ba[)y Do//, and on David Coim, author of Where I Was
Born and [\)aiscd, a meditation on the rciationsliip between blacks and
whites in the Mississippi Delta (iuring the 1930s and "40s. Author and
critic Marion Barnwell will discuss Keith Frazier Somerville’s Dear Boys, a
collection of letters to soldiers overseas (iuring World War I. ii)orotiiy
Shawhan will read from her fiction and discuss her novci, Lizzie, and her
i)i()grﬁpil’\’ (){ C]CVCiﬂll(l ll(_ltiVC Jll(ige LUCy Somcrviiic HowortiL Hi”al"\’
J()I‘(I(‘lll will read from her debut novel Mua%oum{, the story of two sol-
diers—one black and one white—who return home to the Mississippi
Delta after World War I1. Other speaizers are artists William Dimiap and
Nan San(iers, piiotograp]ier Maude Scimyicr Ciay, and scholars Luther
Brown, Henry Quliaw, and Ted ani)y

Also sciic(iuie(i are meais at Doe’s, Giar(iinays, an(i otiicr restau-
rants as WC” as li\’t‘, i)iUCS ﬂll(] g()SpCi per[n)rmances. Oll r\prli 3, d[‘tL‘r
breakfast at the Alluvian— Vi 2ing Range Corporatimfs ])outiquc
imlci—participants will be free to travel on their own to Oxior(i, arriv-
ing in time to attend the Oxford Conference for the Book.

The Delta tour is $475 per person for all program activities, uigiit
nicais, and local transportation. The fee does not include l()(ig’ing‘.
Remember to sign up eariy. Oniy 35 spots are available, and tiicy will
go tast.

Group accommodations have been arrangcd at the Aiiuvian, in down-
town Greenwood (Www.tiieaiiuvian.com). Rooms at the Alluvian require
a separate registration and are priccd at a discounted rate of $155.
Rooms may be reserved by calling 866-600-5201 and asking for the spe-
cial “Li[erary Tour” rate. In the event that the Alluvian sells out, call the
Greenwood Best Western, 662-455-5777; the Hampton Inn, 662-455-
7985; or the Hoii(iay Inn Exprcss Hotel and Siii’tcs, 6062-455-1885.

Additional details about the Delta Literary Tour (Marcii 31—f\prii S
2008), and the 15h Oxford Conference for the Book (Aprii 3.5,
2008), and related events are posted on the Web site www.oxfordcon-

ierencefortiiei)ooiz.com.




SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

The preliminary program schedule that follows is Su})ject to cllangc. An exact schedule will be distributed at the conference.

THURSDAY, APRIL 3

'lﬂ]mrstlay’s luncheon program will be at the ]o]m Davis Williams
Lil)raxy on the University campus; three program sessions on T]mrsday
afternoon will be at the Qxfor(ll Conference Center, located at 102 Ed
Perry Boulevard. Thacker Mountain Radio will be at the Powerhouse
Community Arts Center, located at 413 South 14th Street.

10:00 a.m. Registration Begins

11:30 a.m.  Exhibition
In Her Own Words: An Exhibition of 1Wr'ssissippf Women
Performance and Comments
]cnnifer Ford, moderator
Tricia \Yh”xer, pcrrormcr and songwriter

](71111 Davis Williams Lil)rary

Liglll Lunch
Mississi Hpi Hall of Writers
Hosted Ly Julia Rholes
Dean of Univcrsity Libraries
1:30 p.m. Welcome
l\)ic]mr(] Hownrl]l, Mayor

Zora Neale Hurston: Her Work and Legacy
Erin D. Cllapman, moderator
Deborah Plant

2:30 p.m. Zora Neale Hurston and Her Fricmls at Yale

Jan Murray, moderator
Patricia Willis

w

:30 p.-m. Zora Neale Hurston and Folk Culture
Ted Own]ﬁy, moderator
Adam Gussu\v, Anne G()O(lwyn Joncs, Jolm Lowe

5:30 p.m. Thacker Mountain Radio

Jim Dees, host

Kevin Broclemuicr, C]n‘istop]wr Paul Curtis
The Yalolmsllxxrllac]zcrs, house band

Colour |\’c\'olt, visiting musicians

S

:00 p-m. Dinner
Meet the Spca]ccrs
[som Place

(Reservations l\)equirw])

9:00 p.m. O]mn Mike - Poc‘c)'y & Fiction Jam
Christine Davis, moderator
Bouré

FRIDAY, APRIL 4

ngmm sessions on l:ri(lay morning will be at the Gertrude Castellow
Ford Center for the Pcrrornling‘ Arts on Univcrsity /\vcnuc; all program
sessions on Frin]ay afternoon will be at the Oxford C(m{erencc Center,
located at 102 Ed Perry Boulevard.

()()() a.m. \Y’L‘]L‘()l]lc
Literature for Young Readers 1
[\’uscmary Qlip]lant—lngllam, mmlerator
Rca(lings/l\’cmarlzs

Cllrislop]wr Paul Curtis

10:30 a.m. Literature for Young Readers 2
Katllryn McKee, moderator
[\’canlings/l\’mnarks
I\largarct McMullan

Noon

1:30 p.m.

2:30 p.m.

3:30 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

9:00 p.m.

Box Lunch Available from Oxﬂ)r(l—Laanette County
Literacy Council

Poctry: Rea(]ings and Remarks
Celebration of National Poetr_v Month
Beth Ann Fenne“y, moderator

Rob Gri{{illl, A. Van Jordan

From the page to tllc Stagc and chon(l
Rhona Justice—x\'la“oy, moderator
Re]wecca Eaton

Richard \Wriglltys Uncle Tom’s Children
Charles Reagan Wilson, moderator

Jcrry \W. War(l Jl".

40th Anniversary of Martin Luther King Jr.’s Death
Curtis \Wi”zic, moderator
Hank Kli])ano”, Houston Roberson

Rcadings ])y Russian Writers

Open World Program Event

Doug Rol)inson, Moderator

Vasil_v Che 7clcv, Dmitry Danilov, Zakhar Prilcpin,
nga Zomh’)crg

SATURDAY, APRIL 5

Program sessions on Satur(lay will be at the Nutt Auditorium on

Unive rsity Avenue.

9:00 a.m.

10()() a.m.

11:00 p.m.

N()(‘ll

2:00 p.m.

3:00 p.m.

4:00 p.m.

6:00 p-m.

T]]C Eﬂ(laflgcrc(l SpCCiCS: l\)ca(lcrs PI‘()(].[I’V ﬂll([ '—[—()IHUYI"O\\’
Elaine H. Scott, moderator
Claiborne Barlzmlalc, Daniel Born, Pamela Pri(lg‘cn

Book Reviews

Jonathan I\'lilcs, moderator

Dwight Garner, Fredrick Koep )cl, Peder Zane
g Pr

Rea(]ings and Remarks
Patrick Quinn, moderator
Michael Schmidt

LUHCI] = Oon yOUY own

Rca(]ings and Remarks
William Dunlap, moderator
Sallie Bingllam, Ellen Gilchrist

l\’Cﬂ(lillgS ('lll(l IQCFHJ.I"L’S
Tom Franlzlin, moderator
Susan C]mi, Jac]e Pendarvis

Consi(lcring the Legacy: Hurston's Influence on
Con temporary Writers
Ethel Young-Minor, moderator

chery char(l Aﬂcn, NiCIle“(—,‘ I) Tram]vle

Book Signing
Off Square Books

Other Events p
Screenings of Their Eyes Were W/al‘c]qing God and other films featuring
the work of Zora Neale Hurston will be scheduled throug‘lmut the (L"L_V

an(l evenings on \We(lncsday, Tllursday, F‘ri(lay, an(l Saturday at llle
Oxfor(l—Larayctte County Li]’)rary.
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The 2008 conference is dedicated to writer, folklorist, and antilropoio—
gist Zora Neale Hurston (1891-1960), who was associated with the
Harlem Renaissance and who iieipe(i i)ring Southern African American
culture to mainstream America Liirougii her fieldwor R, novc]s, short
stories, and dramatic presentations (iuring the 1930s, "40s, and "50s.
1970s H

admirers such as Alice \\("ailecr, the Pulitzer prichwimiing author of The

Since the urston has cnjOyC(i a revival of interest thanks to
Color [7urp/c; i)iograpiicrs Robert Hemenway and Valerie Boy(i; an annu-
al Hurston festival in her hometown of Ealonvi“e, Flnri(ia; and enthu-
siastic teachers and critics tiirougiiout the world.

f\mong the speaizers who will discuss Hurston's life and iegacy at
the conference are Patricia Wi“is, curator of the Collection of
American Literature at Yale’s Beinecke Liiﬁrary, and iitcrary scholars
]Ui]ll Lowe, Adam Gussow, Anne Goo(iwyn Jones, Deborah Plant, and
Ethel Young-Minor. Authors chrcy Renard Allen and Nichelle D.
Tramble will discuss Hurston’s influence on contemporary writers. Film
a(iaplalions of Hurston'’s fiction and a (iocumcntary about her life will
be shown.

Other sessions will include an address ]7)7 iitcrary scholar Jerry
Ward commemorating the 100th anniversary of Richard \Wrigiitys i)ir[ii,
a program mari\’ing the 40th anniversary of the death of Martin Luther

King Jr., a talk i)y Masterpiece Theatre prO(iuccr Rebecca “aton, and

[ NATIONAL ‘”;“R:”)'\‘g MISSISSIPPI
. ENDOWMENT cove § HUMANITIES

ml  COUNCIL

This program is {inanciaily assist-

FOR THE ARTS
This project is supporte(] in part
ed I)y the National Endowment

iiy an award from the National
for the Humanities tlirougii the

Endowment for the Arts, which
believes that a great nation Mississippi Humanities Council.
= - 1] . .
deserves great art. MHC’s purpose is to pro\ri(lc pui)v
lic programs in traditional liberal
arts Liisciplincs to serve nonpmiit

groups in Mississippi.

For tourist inim‘ma’tion, contact:

Qxford Convention and Visitors Bureau

102 Lni Pe erry Boulevard * Oxror(i MS 38655
LLI(,[)]IOHE, 800-758-9177 662-232-2367 *
fax 662-232-8680

I niernei: ‘VVVW.()X{:()r(].C\’]').COIll
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SNVENTION & VIsTPORSs BUREAU

Michael Schmidt’s discussion of his work as editorial director of
Carcanet Press Limitui, gcneral editor of Poctry Nation Review, and
proiessor of poetry at the University of Giasgow. Local schoolchildren
will join the conference audience for presentations i)y Ciiristupiicr Paul
Curtis and Margaret McM u”an, awar(i—winning' authors of books for
young readers. There will also be a variety of rcatiing‘s and panc]s, per-
formances at the university iii)rary and ciuring Thacker Mountain Radio,
and a marathon book signing at Off Square Books.

Sponsorc’(i iiy the Center for the Stmiy of Southern Cuiture,
Department of Engiisii, Dcparhncn’t of Histm’y, Deparlmcnt of
Joumaiism, Joiin Davis Williams Liiirary, African American Studies
Program, Sa“y McDonnell Barksdale Honors Coiiegc, ]oim and Renée
Grisham Visiting Writers Fumi, Barksdale Rca(iing Institute, Sarah Isom
Center for Women, School of E‘(iucation, Junior Auxiiim’y of Oxi()r(i,
La{aycttc County—Oxior(i Public Liiirary, Laiaycttc County Literacy
Councii, Oxford Middle School PTA, Mississippi Lii’)mr’y Commission,
Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance, and Square Books. The 2006
conference is partiaiiy funded i)y the University of Mississippi, a contribu-
tion from the R&B Feder Foundation for the Beaux Arts, and grants
from the Mississippi Humanities Councii, the National Endowment for
the Axts, the Mississippi Arts Commission, the Oxford Convention and
Visitors Bureau, and the Y()L’napatawpiia Arts Council.

YOKNAPATAWPHA
ARTS COUNCIL
The Y oimapatawplia Arts

MISSISSIPPI
ARTS

COUNCIL e
The i\’iississippi Council is a nonpr()iit organization
Arts Council is a state agency,

established in 1975 to access, cele-

funded i)y the Mississippi iegisia— iira’tc, and promote the arts with all
ture, the National Endowment for
the Axts, The Wallace Foun(iation,

ami other private sources.

citizens of Oxford and La[a_vcttc
Counly, Mississippi. The
\"oiznapa’tawplia Arts Council is the
official arts agency for the City of
Oxford and Laiaycttc County.

For information about books and autiwrs, contact:
Squarc Books

160 Courthouse Squarc, Oxiorni, MS 38655
leiepiionc 800-468-4001 ()()2—236—22()2

fax 662-234-9630

Internet: www. squardmoi s.com

ISQUARE
'BOOKS

For more information concerning the L()Il{:(_rLll(,L contact:

Center for tlle

T HE

:Stu(l ,

PO. Box 1848, Umversity, Mb 36()77—184«\ » lcicpimnc 662-915-5993 i(ax 662-915-5

0][ Southern Culture
O F M S S s1P

814 ® e- mani st\,((l olemiss.edu

Intcrnct: WWWw. OX[‘(71’(]\.‘011[CI’L’HL‘C[()rtllci)()()l{.CL)]]]

The

University of Mississippi

ing affirmative action and uquai opportu-
inst anyone pmtcctcti iwy law because of

<, iian(iicap, veteran, or ntiicr status.




